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2018 marks the 12th year of the Presidency of Evo Morales, the first indigenous leader of a country where two-thirds 

of the population are Aymara, Quechua or other indigenous peoples. In these years the country has made significant 

steps in reducing poverty and extreme poverty, expanding healthcare and education and extending life expectancy. 

Indigenous traditions have been supported, most strikingly through re-negotiating the international Treaty on Drugs 

to permit the country to continue to grow coca, a crop deeply associated with highland indigenous culture. But there 

are some who are concerned about the focus of the government on resource extraction and its impact on the 

indigenous peoples of the lowlands and question the decision by the Constitutional Court to permit the sitting 

President to stand for election for a fourth term despite the constitution setting 2 term limits on presidents.  

 

The event to be held at Senate House on 23 March 2018 brings together scholars of Bolivia to assess the progress 

made in that country and some of the challenges it still faces. It will also showcase some of the strong cultural 

traditions that remain so much a part of the identity of the nation. 

 

1.30pm: Welcome by Claudia Claros on behalf of the Human Rights Consortium, School of Advanced Study. 

University of London and Lenny Vidal Sejas, Acting Ambassador, Embassy of Bolivia   

 

Keynote speech by Mr. Arturo Suarez, Bolivian Embassy Advisor “Recent developments in Bolivia including the 

hearings at the International Court of Justice on access to the sea” 

  

2.15 - 3:45pm: Panel: Moderator Olga Iskra. 

 

Dr. Into Goudsmsith: ‘Disrupted experiences of the plurinational state in a Bolivian mining conflict’ 

 

Dr. Anna Krausova: ‘Indigenous resistance to an indigenous government: the strategic claims and frames of Bolivia's 

indigenous movements since 2011' 

 

Ms. Helle Abelvik-Lawson: ‘Lithium in Bolivia’ 

  

3.45 - 4.00pm: Coffee/tea break. Book presentation by Mariana Swann; ‘Pachamama’ 

  

4.00 – 5.30 pm: Panel: Moderator: Cheryl Bellisario 

 

Dr. Rosalyn Bold: ‘Indigeneity vs. Coloniality in the TIPNIS: some considerations on the ethnic spectrum’ 

 

Dr. Eduardo Machicado Murillo: ‘In search of the Kingdom of Gran Moxos: Myth and reality of using the past to plan 

for the future in lowland Bolivia’ 

 

Dr. Florence Scrafton: ‘Importance of quinoa in modern culture’ 

 

5.30 – 5:40 pm: Comfort break 

  

5:40 – 6:40pm: Film “Inal Mama” (52 mins) by Eduardo Lopez, Bolivia, 2008 presented by Paola Asport, Cultural 

Attaché, Embassy of Bolivia and Monaye Moyes on behalf of the School of Advanced Study. 

 

The film explores the importance of coca in the culture of the country 

 


